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ONE JOURNEY. 


CATHARINE ALLEN. 


To what extent man is a predestined being 
and must act as a passive machine under the 
hand of fate, or to what degree the gift of 
free agency enables him to mark out the 
chart of his own destiny, there are a variety. 
of opinions ; but that the soul is immortal 
and is granted but one privilege to pass 
through the school-days of earthly expe- 
rience, is almost universally accepted, save 
by the hoary-locked nations of the Orient 
who still cling to the idea of transmigration. 

We, who are young, and just entering up- 
on the pilgrimage of real life, should remem- 
ber that we have only one journey,—once to 
live our time on earth, and once to cross the 
river, dark or shining, as our lives shall 
make it, which divides time from eternity. 

Considering this, how promptly and 
earnestly should we learn the lessons which 
are marked for us each day in the book of 
life; every one in its season, as its leaves 
successively turn, bearing in mind that the 
attainments.of to-morrow are dependent on 
the efforts of to-day, and are related to them 
as the blossom is to the bud, and the fruit 
to the blossom. ‘The hours wanted to-day 
will surely crowd their burdens on the mor- 
row. 





How cheerfully we should fulfill with 
consecrated faithfulness each duty as pre- 
sented; for we shall never have another 
opportunity so favorable; the same cannot 
recur; but however small in itself a duty 
may have been, a principle and motive, 
right or wrong, have been employed, and 
have left their impress on the character. 

Conscious of an eternal future existence, 
and that our relation together, as human 
beings, is such that no one can sorrow or 
joy entirely independently of others, and 
that happiness, in every sphere, is pro- 
portionate to the degree in which others par- 
ticipate with us, should we not, as rational 
beings, through most benevolent motives, 
so to live as to benefit others,-just as far as 
our influence may extend,—thus make that 
future desirable to meet ? 

Along the journey of life are many hills 
of difficulty which all must climb. If we 
should meet a feeble one caught among 
thorns or impeded by rocks, and heedlessly 
pass by, without extending a helping hand 
or making any effort to clear the way, would 
not the thorns of a reproving conscience 
sting us deeper than those of a briery bush ? 
We might repent, and aid every other needy 
one we should meet; but the thought of the 
one left behind, perhaps to perish, would 
follow with lingering remorse. 

Again, the darksome valleys of suffering 
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and grief, which in turn each one must pass ; 
how often it is our privilege to place the 
staff of courage in the hand of a struggling 
brother or sister, and illume their path 
with the lamp of faith or beams of hope,— 
but if we coldly turn away, who shall meas- 
ure the responsibility that will rest upon us 
if that sorrowing one should fall by the 
way ? or to whom should we look for help 
in time of need ? 

It is not the benefit which we alone might 
bestow that is withheld, for angel guardians 
are ever hovering near; with clearer vision 
than that of mortal eyes, they see the needs 
of all; it is they who often prompt the 
kindly word and deed, using us only as their 
instruments. Hence how careful we should’ 
ever be to do the right. 

We scatter seeds wherever we go along 
the winding paths of life; if the plants of 
envy, contention, and sorrow spring up, we 
may sow again of better seed, but can never 
cause those to yield the fruit of union, peace 
or joy. We all have one goal to attain. If 
we stray from the road that leads thereunto, 
we may retrace our steps, but it will hinder 
us just that much on our journey. 

Eternity islong, but time is not the less’ 
precious! No deed can be undone, no word 
recalled ; even silent thoughts bear an eter- 
nal impress upon the being. On the walls of 
the spirit’s temple is photographed every 
feeling and motive of the heart. These 
pictures will retain exact form and hue long 
after the works of art performed by mortal 
hand have faded. It is a matter of individ- 
ual choice with all, whether these walls are 
adorned with glory and beauty, or defaced 
with that which brings pain and disgrace. 

As children of one parentage, working to- 
gether for one cause, it is our especial duty 
and privilege to sustain and bless each other ; 
to make duty’s path one of pleasure ; to strew 
flowers along the way which others may 
gather; to reap advantages from all the 
incidents of life, by making them opportun- 
ities for conquest of the spirit of love over 


that of selfishness; then when our slumber- 
ing forms are laid beneath the arch of death 
and our spirits wake in eternity, as we look 
back to the shores of time we shall never 
regret that we had only one journey. 


Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. 





THOUGHTS RELATIVE TO A RELIGIOUS 
COMMUNISTIC LIFE. 


ANN AFFORD. 

While journeying in the pathway of life, 
participating with kindred friends the joys 
and sorrows incidental to a religious, com- 
munistic life, the question arises: Am I in 
truth and reality carrying out the principles 
of true Christianity in the practical duties 
of everyday life? If not, what excuse have 
I for not doing so? I am certainly privi- 
leged to dwell where the glorious sun-light 
of truth shines with’ greater intensity, to 
invigorate and give new impulses to the 
whole being, than can be found in the outer 
wheels of God’s Providence, where the spirit 
of war and monopoly are in the ascendancy, 
and selfish interests bear rule ; where each 
and all seek gain from their own quarter to 
build up a natural relationship, which, how- 
ever good it may be in its time and place, is 
designed to pass away and be superseded 
by a spiritual Order of Society on a higher 
plane. 

The natural is first; but believers in 
Christ’s Gospel are called to a higher work ; 
to come under the Divine influence of Peace» 
Purity, and that true love that is ‘‘ with- 
out partiality,” and belongs to the family of 
Christ, that love that expands, and flows 
to humanity through unselfish consecrated 
labor. I realize that I am privileged to 
dwell in this spiritual Order; and that here 
an altar of sacrifice is erected whereon glows 
the fire of truth, whose piercing rays of 
light, and fervid heat,—if permitted to 
enter the heart— will purify unto perfec- 
tion. If, under such favorable auspices, 
I fail in duty, the fault is my own; Ican 
have no excuse. 

I rejoice that through the medium of our 
‘* MANIFESTO,” I can assure my companions 
who have entered the gospel work, and have 
pledged themselves, as I have done, to bear 
the same cross that Jesus bore, that my 
coyrage is firm and undaunted; and that 
my life shall be consecrated to the upbuild- 
ing of the cause of Christ on earth; for the 
deepest feelings of my heart are to become 
a true and perfect Christian; and to show 
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my faith by my works through adverse 
scenes, as truly as in the days of prosperity. 
A weak, frail bark may glide nicely over 
smooth waters; but fierce winds and rolling 
billows test the strength of a vessel. 

In a recent visit among my dear gospel kin- 
dred at Enfield, Conn., Harvard and Shirley, 
Mass., there was nothing that struck me more 
forcibly than the beautiful spirit of devo- 
tion to heavenly principles that I felt from 
my aged brethren and sisters; these dear 
souls who have endured persecution, de- 
privation and sufferings for truth’s sake 
through many years ; and who have fought 
the good fight of faith, and laid up treasures 
in heaven.: Although their tottering limbs 
and whitened locks bespoke age and in- 
firmity, and betoken that their earthly course 
was nearly finished, yet in spirit they were 
bright and lovely. The sweet influence of 
their spirits to me was like the aroma of 
flowers, and their words were full of wis- 
dom. I will strive to be likewise, and to 
make my life a blessing to others, as theirs 
has been to me. 

Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. 


—_——_4___— 


SAINTLY COMMUNION. 
“ PRENTISSIANA.” 


Of the creed, drilled into my protesting 
cranium on the 46th parallel of north lati- 
tude, in the spring of 1807, one item remains, 
to wit: 

“*T believe in the communion of Saints.” 

By Divine inspiration it doth fully appear 
that Humanity is a compound — a germ of 
Divinity, enshrined in an earthly house, or 
casket, having appetites and passions not 
much unlike animals in general. 

Let the germ germinate —take sufficient 
growth to keep the earthly house in order 
—hold its appetites and passions in sub- 
ordination to the germ’s Divinest Idea 
of thetrue dignity of the Daughters and 
Sons of the Holy, Eternal Parentage, and 


we have Saints with whom to commune: 


Then is actualized the Prophecy of Habak- 
kuk: “The Lord is in his Holy Temple — 
Let all the earth keep silence before Him”— 
actualized in every such saint as aforesaid. 





In children and youth, in comparative 
innocence, the germ of the saint is more 
cognizable— more approachable — than in 
children of a larger growth, who have long 
been under the control of their animal ap- 
petites and passions, called, in Holy Writ 
“ the kingdom of the beast.” 


MEMENTO MORI. 
MARTHA J. ANDERSON. 


When we stand by the bier ef those we 
have loved, and view with sorrow the mo- 
tionless form, the cold, set, marble features, 
once aglow with expression and life ; when 
we walk above the new-made graves, or 
visit the ancient mounds of the voiceless 
past ; we need no further reminder of the 
frailty of mortality or the surety of disso- 
lution. But the mind soon wearies of monu- 
ments, epitaphs and tombs. One does not 
always choose to walk beside the shrouded 
angel who bears the emblem of the dread 
destroyer, to entertain gloomy thoughts, nor 
to dwell amid shadows dark, sepulchral, 
with eyes fixed on the cold, gray earth, as 
if a home in its bosom was to be our final 
resting place. Ratherlet us gaze starward, 
and when our souls are thrilled with awe 
and wonder, at the marvelous works of that 
beneficent Creator who formed us even in 
His own image, think of that glorious trans- 
lation, when we shall put on immortality 
and rise into superior conditions of life. 

Ah! let us remember death amid the 
liveliest scenes when we feel strongest; 
when life in its brightest aspect looms before 
us like the golden light of some fair morning, 
giving a charm to every thing it touches. 
Then as we turn to duty’s path, to pleasure’s 
way, to social surroundings, or to spiritual 
devotions, one sacred, hallowed thought 
shall touch the spring of action: “I will 
live as though I had a thousand years to live 
and as though I were to die to-morrow.” 

Mt. Lebanon, N. ¥. 


——__.__—_——— 
“The Lord is in His holy temple, let all 
the earth keep silence before Him. ‘—Heb. 


2:20. In every well balanced man and wo- 
man with perfect self-control, is the above 
scripture verified.—O. Prentiss. 





‘THE SHAKER MANIFESTO. 





PRIMARY MATERIALIZATIONS. 


ANTOINETTE DOOLITTLE. 

Vague thoughts and theoretical ideas 
hare their place, and serve to agitate the 
mind, leading to deeper thought and prac- 
tical knowledge ; but these should not be 
allowed to so absorb the mind, as to cause 
neglect of real, present duty, which should 
claim the first attention. 

Much has been said, and written, concern- 
ing the origin of animals, races, and tribes 
of men and women of olden time. It is not 
of so much vital import to us, to know 
whence we came, and to understand the 
ancestral history of those who have preceded 
us, as to know where we are to-day, and 
whither we are tending. Yet it is pleasant, 
and often very instructive, to go back upon 
history, and study the records of our ante- 
cedents ; to note the noble thoughts, and 
unselfish deeds of those who have lived for 
humanity more than for worldly honor and 
fame, and who did their work and were 
gathered to their fathers in peace ; from 
them we can take important lessons. 

All agree that there was a time when man 
and woman were created ; but the moce by 
which they were created, and first brought 
into existence, still’ remains a knotty ques- 
tion to be solved. 

We think of God, as unchangeable in His 
nature and attributes; that by prescience— 
seeing the end from the beginning—He pre- 
scribed laws which would be adequate to 
guide and govern the outward world of mat- 
ter, also of races of intelligent beings, 
adapted to age and circumstances, subject to 
change of modes of application to meet con- 
ditions, but unalterable in their nature. 

The idea, that the world of matter changed 
from the liquid, or the gaseous to solids, 
which contained seeds of vegetable life, from 
which trees and plants were evolved, then 
the lowest form of animal life up to man, 
the highest, upon whose brow God placed 
His signet—reasoning powers—as a distin- 
guishing mark from all inferior creatures, to 
some minds, appears rational; but precisely 
how the first parents of our race were 
evolved, or made up, is difficult to compre- 





hend. We can understand how certain 
kinds of animals may become extinct; but 
that they should change into other species 
of animals is less clear. A fish remains a 
fish from age to age ;—the lion continues a 
lion ; and the lamb is still a lamb. And it 
occurs to us that the Anakims of ancient 
history were not so much like the ape, in 
stature at least, as men and women of the 
present generation. 

The theory that God made man of the 
dust of earth, and formed him as the potter 
forms a jug,then breathed into him, and 
caused him live—according to Bible | 
history—requires. a stretch of credulity, 
That God had His method of creation we do 
not doubt; nor that there may have been 
periods, when by the laws of expansion and 
development there were generic conceptions, 
and the great womb of nature brought forth 
species of animals, or tribes, and races of 
men and women, is possible, if not to our 
minds comprehensible. If under the law of 
materialization, as some persons now claim, 
one man and woman could be organized, and 
brought forth in a state of full manhood, by 
the operation of the same law, any number 
of men and women might be thus created. 
Then the queries would arise: “ Why did not 
What 


to 


the same Jaw continue to operate? 
caused the change?” 

If we accept Bible history, we must admit 
that the law of materialization, or transfigu- 
ration, has at times been in force, in some 
form, down through the ages, which has 
generally been accepted as a miracle work- 
ing power—permission—rather than 
accord with established law. 

That there isa law by which spirits appear 
with materialized bodies we cannot dispute. 
Whether that law extends only to those who - 
have once inhabited mortal forms, and been 
dwellers on our earth, causing a re-union of 
spirit with matter, or whether it admits of 
new creations,is a question. If it be argued 
that the Jaw is broad and strong enough to 
form new creations, then we might ask : 
“Why is the race permitted to multiply as 
it now does, entailing misery upon added 
millions yearly, who are forced into exist- 
ence without their own consent?” 

If the evils which curse humanity to-day 


in 
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are obnoxious to and reprehensible in the 
sight of God, why does He not make an end 
of sin and sinners, and commence anew— 
start a new race upon the earth? If “ He is 
able to raise up children unto Abraham from 
stones,” is He not able to bring forth the full 
grown tree, also men who will be able to do 
His will, without so many severe conflicts 
in life? Projectors of ideas are at work, and 
many theories are advanced upon the sub- 
ject, by scientists, philosophers and spiritual 
mediums. We listen to them all with inter- 
est, but await further proof before we de- 
cide who holds the key to unlock the 


mystery. 
ee 


CONSECRATED LABOR. 


MARTHA ANN BURGER. 


When the powers and energies of the be- 
ing are devoted to the support, and for the 
advancement of the communistic relation, 
where temporal and spiritual blessings are 
alike free to all, selfish interests must be set 
aside ; and the power of Love be the motor 
that moves to action. How much more noble 
and satisfactory is such labor, than where 
individual benefits are alone considered. 

True glory rests upon those who conse- 
crate their hearts to God in early life to the 
upbuilding of His cause, and the welfare of 
their fellow beings. In a life of self-denial, 
spiritual powers are unfolded, moral senti- 
ments are developed, the intellectual facul- 
ties quickened, and the whole being reno- 
vated; blessing attends the labor of the 
hands ; and it becomes a pleasure to minister 
to the needs of others. 

There have always been those who devoted 
their lives to promulgate truth according to 
the day in which they lived, and their de- 
gree of conception as to what constituted 
truth. But as far as our knowledge extends, 
there has never been a people so favored and 
blest in this respect, as are Believers in 
Christ’s second appearing at the present 
time. Intelligence has increased ; and the 
standard of righteousness to those who 
choose to bear it is raised higher. 

Jesus held forth the idea of a community 
relation, based upon virgin purity, to be out- 
wrought by Divine law. The organization 





that was started at the day of Pentecost 
failed ; the time had not come when it could 
be carried to its ultimate ; it was a “ kind of 
first fruits.” But the knowledge of the 
principles remained, and were left to work 
in the minds of the people, until they were 
prepared to sustain such an order. 

The same truths that were revealed to 
Jesus were presented to Ann Lee with in- 
creased power. She ministered them to 
others who accepted them with thankful 
hearts, and were willing to give their all to 
sustain them, Through their unreserved 
dedication, and consecrated labor, our beauti- 
ful Zion here was created ; and by the same 
spirit it has been and is sustained. How can 
we repay the debt of gratitude we owe, 
except by the same spirit of self-sacrifice and 
devotion ? 


Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. 


AMONG THE SHAKERS. 


II. 

The peculiar features of Shakerism are 
pretty well known, and are usually dismissed 
as extravagant and unnatural, without much 
consideration. It cannot be denied that on 
the first presentation of its general features 
it strikes one as being a cold, unnatural sys- 
tem. But it is personal character which 
usually makes any thing what it is; and 
though there are many objectionable things 
about Shakerism which are mainly traceable 
to ignorance, a calm and deep consideration 
would considerably modify the tone of public 
feeling toward it. In most of the stories 
which are published with Shakeresses for 
the heroines, the older Shakers are repre- 
sented as cruel persecutors, who are continu- 
ally trying to thwart the natural affections 
or love which the younger members show 
toward each other, or toward strangers who 
happen upon'the scene. The writers do not 
understand that the sacrifice of close relation- 
ships which Shakerism demands comes from 
personal conviction, and that people do not 
usually join the Shakers who feel or think 
differently about these things. It seems 
about as hard for strangers to believe that 
the Shakers live up to their professions as it 
was in the early part of the temperance 
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movement to believe that any one could live 
without drinking ; and it is still believed in 
England that temperance advocates or tee- 
totalers drink onthesly. The Shakers allow 
a@ certain amount of affection among the 
members. One of the men used to speak in 
our presence of a woman who was his “ good 
sister,” meaning that she was the one who 
took more special care of his clothing, etc., 
but they have very strict rules for prevent- 
ing any thing of this kind going beyond a 
definite point. ¢ 

Upon our first introduction to them I no- 
ticed the cold, stiff manner in which the Elder 
shook hands with me. I found afterward 
it was against the rules for men and women 
to shake hands. They have also different 
doors for the sexes to enter their buildings, 
and the brothers and sisters do not sit nor 
stand upon the same side of a room, and are 
not allowed to pass each other on the stairs. 
But they talk to each other without any 
hesitation or embarrassment upon all social 
topics, and express their opinions very freely 
upon subjects which are rarely mentioned 
in common society. A stranger is surprised 
at their bluntness, but their straightforward- 
ness overcomes all difficulty of getting at 
the real points of their faith. 

The life of a Shaker is full of hard work 
and rigid discipline. Their founder wasa 
woman of great physical strength and endur- 
ance, but very little education; and her 
standard seems to have been kept up among 
her followers, who are mostly people of 
robust health, and have not a very exalted 
opinion of “ book education.” They say they 
find that those who are specially fond of 
reading are often idle and unprofitable per. 
sons. Still, they have a number of well- 
educated, intelligent people among them, 
and the ability to write and speak well, places 
these among the leaders. 

They are, in general, pretty well informed 
upon all progressive movements, and ure 
especially careful upon matters pertaining 
to the health, diet, ete., although they cling 
to old-fashioned methods in their farming 
and otheremployments. Whatever they do 
they do well. They used to have a large 
trade for various articles of manufacture, 
for their goods were known to be reliable ; 





but their numbers having decreased, and a 
large proportion of the members who remain 
being old and infirm, not to mention the 
greater use of machinery among outsiders, 
a great part of their trade in garden seeds, 
brooms, etc., has been taken away from 
them, and they are left largely dependent 
on farming, though some of their Societies 
derive a considerable income from outside in- 
vestments. 

They rise in summer at half-past four, 
and in winter about five, and go about their 
various duties until the bell calls them to 
breakfast at six or half-past six o'clock, when 
they attend to their personal appearance, 
and proceed to the dining-room, where they 
kneel down fora short time in silent prayer. 
They then in perfect silence help themselves — 
to whatever they want from an abundantly 
supplied table, for the women take great 
pride in their cooking, and always have 
whatever is in season cooked in the best 
possible manner. Every thing is clean and 
good and pure, and great care is taken to 
make every thing both palatable and digesti- 
ble. Whatever other sacrifices the Shakers 
make, good eating and drinking are not 
among them. 

After the work of the day they usually 
have meetings in the evening; but from 
what I saw of them I thought them pretty 
dull, The members would enter a large 
room each carrying a chair, and would sit— 
the men on one side, and the women on the 
other—in two long rows, five or six feet 
apart. They would strike up a hymn or 
enter into general conversation; but it 
seemed difficult for them to find topics—at 
least, whilst we were there—possibly, partly 
on that account. It was very different in a 
room up stairs where the leaders held their 
meetings. We were sent for one evening 
by the Elder, who wished to speak with us, 
and were met at the door by a blaze of light 
and warmth; and as we entered we found a 
nice, warm, soft carpet and rugs upon the 
floor, a large handsome stove, large soft 
easy-chairs, with foot-cushions, tables cov- 
ered with cloths,on which stood different 
kinds of fruit, a fine German student-lamp 
in the center, and everything which spoke of 
warmth and comfort. Perhaps it might 
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have been different in the olden time; but 
it seemed as if, notwithstanding their preach. 
ing of the doctrine of perfect equality, it was 
hard to keep it upin practice. It may be 
said in extenuation, that all the members 
have private rooms which are pretty com- 
fortably furnished ; and that the leaders fare 
the same asthe rest in food and other things, 
and like the humblest members are expected 
to labor with their hands. 

Saturday afternoon they leave off work 
early and prepare for the Sabbath. Their 
public worship on Sunday begins at ten 
o’clovk, and consists mostly of singing and 
marching around the room ; singing the most 
lively tunes, and sometimes working them- 
selves up to quite a pitch of excitement, 
when various members will give their testi- 
mony. They used formerly to dance, but 
the members are now mostly old, and they 
content themselves with marching. I am 
speaking, of course, of a single Society; it 
is different in some of the Societies where 
there are more young and middle-aged peo- 
ple. Indeed, we ourselves once had the good 
fortune to be permitted to see the Shakers in 
a private meeting at the head Society of New 
Lebanon, where there are a large number of 
members. The meetings are far more vig- 
orous and lively there, and every thing is 
done with the greatest precision. They 
would march around the room at a very lively 
pace ; then, at a certain point in the tune, 
would face about and skip or jump a number 
of times; then turn and proceed upon their 
march without the slightest pause. And to 
other tunes they had regular sets, and would 
go through their movements in the most 
graceful and picturesque manner possible, 
and with the greatest precision, and yet 
without any apparent leadership. ‘I never 
saw any dancing that had a more pleasing 
effect. 

(To be continued.) 


_—__>_—_—_— 


Joy A Duty.— We ask God to forgive us’ 


for our evil thoughts and evil temper, but 
rarely, if ever, ask him to forgive our sad- 
ness. Joy is regarded as a happy accident 
of the Christian life,an ornament and a lux- 
ury, rather than a duty.— R. W. Dale. 





“STAND FOR THE RIGHT.” 
OLA L, WHITCOMB. 


Stand for the right with unwavering will, 

Stand firm and be true, but never stand 
still, 

The pathway is rough, ’tis trod by few feet, 
And many, the ills all pioneers meet. 

From friends we love well sometimes we 


must part. 

Although stillin sight, heart beats not to 
heart. 

No two see alike, but Black is not White, 

And whatever the shade, stand thou for the 
Right. 

Stand firm, and be true, and never retreat, 

Be sure at the start Persecution you'll 
meet ; 

But =e makes bright the silver and 
steel, 

And your mind may need all the friction 
you feel. 

But stand for the right, 
must; 

You’d better wear out, than lie still and 
rust ; 

The Lord must have help—be steady and 
true ; 

For should He come this way, He might 
want you. 


Canaan, N. Y. 


for somebody 


BEGIN THE NEW YEAR RIGHT. 


DANIEL ORCUTT. 


In entering upon the new year, the 
important truth should be remembered, that 
in the struggle for eternal life, we must work 
if we would win. If we would end the 
year with spiritual prosperity, we must 
commence it with self-denial and self-disci- 
pline; these are necessary prerequisites for 
the kingdom of heaven. It is the cross bearing 
work that makes life noble. “No cross 
no crown.” In vain are all our efforts if 
truth and purity form no part of our 
characters. Suppose that we make these 
virtues none of our familiar acquaintances; 
we are sure to find life miserable. None 
are safe and wise, but the honest and pure. Be 
true; love and practice virtue. There is ‘‘a 
still small voice,” that is a reminder of 
these things. We need to work up toa high 
plane of spiritual life, to gain immortal 
riches, and just here, at the “ gateway of the 
new year,” is the place to begin; and to 
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obtain them, truth and purity must be culti- 
vated, for these habits imply a whole train 
of noble virtues, which insure real happiness 
to all their votaries. “Virtue alone is 
happiness below.” The true and virtuous 
are angelic — childlike ; and Christ said of 
little children, “of such is the kingdom of 
heaven.” We cannot be too honest nor 
virtuous. Virtue is a bright jewel, richer 
than gold, rubies, or precious gems. To 
obtain it, our hearts, which are the seat of 
principles, must be right, clean, pure. Who 
hesitates to enlist on the side of purity? 
We would all find heaven; why not make 
it a point to be honest and virtuous, thus 
fitting ourselves forthe home where we wish 
to go? 
Enfield, Conn. 


{Lines written by Ipa T. BurRGER a short 
time before her decease, aged 21.] 


“NOT AS I WILL.” 


Not as J will, O Father, When filled my cup 
appears ; 
My soul seeks light in darkness, While in 


this vale of tears. 

Not as J will, O Father — Thy will be done 
through me, 

And in the last bright sunset, My gifts I’ll 
bring to Thee. 

Not as J will, O Father—While kneeling at 
thy shrine, 

Will I break the bread Thou givest. But in 
Thy will, not mine. 

Nay ; not my will O Father! Thy bread and 
wine so sweet, 

Shall fill me, when life’s blossoms lie 
withering at my feet. 

Not as I will, my Father! In lone Geth- 
semane. 

I enter, Love’s pure breezes there shall bear 
me home to Thee. 

This will, of mine, O Father! I pray may 
sometimes be 

Brought into perfect oneness, Accepted Lord 
of Thee. ; 


Canaan Shakers, N. Y. 


DANCING IN WORSHIP. 


CHAUNCY DIBBLE. 


Singing and dancing are inherent in the 
dispositions of human beings. It is to those 
in the vigor of life an outward expression of 
a thrill of pleasure. 

The idea has obtained, that all worship 





must needs be expressed through the me- 
dium of the tongue. The virtue of piety is 
often wrongly ascribed to suchas can make 
eloquent sermons and prayers. Being re- 
quired to devote eur “ bodies a living sacri- 
fice” why should it be considered irreverent 
or incompatible with Christian dignity to 
worship in the dance? 

Form in itself is only an outward expres- 
sion of worship. 

Revivals of spirituality which stir men’s 
souls with deep convictions often produce 
outward operations. E 

Shouting and playing on the timbrel did 
not suffice the Israelites when they were 
delivered from the bondage of Egypt. Those 
inspired ones on the day of Pentecost did 
not so restrain their spiritual emotions that 
they merely sung. Deliverance from the 
slavery of evil habitsand tormenting lusts, 
and the opening of the spiritual vision to 
see the beauties of the higher life, fills the 
aspiring mind with joy inexpressible, and 
causes the spirit to leap from its shackles 
of selfishness into liberty and simplicity. 

’*T was thus our leaders learned the beau- 
tiful order of marching in circles, and other 
exercises, sacred on account of the sincerity 
of their souls ; and because kindred spirits 
drew near, and the door of inspiration was 
opened. 

Modern Spiritualism was not a new lesson 
to our people, From our origin as a peculiar 
people these manifestations have attended 
our worship. 

There can be no circle of mediums more 
congenial or attractive to spirits than a com- 
pany of pure and innocent brethren and sis- 
ters united in the spirit of Christian love. 

In such society and under such conditions 
the higher class of inspirations predomi- 
nates ; and false spirits are easily detected 
and excluded. 

Shakers, N. Y. 


THE CURSE REMOVED. 
RUTH WEBSTER. 


St. Paul said: “‘ Let your women keep 
silence in the church, for I suffer not a 
woman to teach or te usurp authority over the 
man.” He gave as his reason for this pro- 
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hibition that Adam was first created, then 
Eve. Adam was not deceived, but the 
woman being deceived was in the transgres- 
sion. 

It appears that man and woman were cre- 
ated equal, but in consequence of the 
woman’s yielding to an inferior or animal 
nature, tempted Adam to disobedience (to 
which he so readily consented) she had to 
bear the penalty of her transgression. She 
was told that ‘‘in sorrow she should bring 
forth children, that her desire should be to 
her husband, and he should rule over her.” 

But in this condition she was not left with- 
out hope, for she was told that “ the seed of 
the woman should bruise the serpent’s 
head.” So mankind looked forward to the 
coming of the Messiah for the fulfilment of 
this promise. In process of time the Messiah 
came. His advent was the cause of great 
joy to those who looked for Him, and the 
angel choir sounded forth “ Glory to God in 
the highest, on Earth peace and good will to 
men.” Yet in Christ’s first appearing 
woman was not released from bondage — the 
curse was not removed, for the apostle Paul 
in nearly all of his epistles insisted that the 
women be kept in subjection, yea subject in 
all things. 

He said “ the married woman cared for the 
things of the world that she may please her 
husband, but the unmarried cared for the 
things of the Lord that she might be pure 
in body and spirit.”. Byruling herself she 
is saved from the sorrows of childbearing, 
and from being ruled by a husband. 

The second Adam had come. In the first 
creation the order was not complete till Eve 
was brought forth; so was it not as necessary 
that the second Eve should stand in her lot 
in the new creation to make the-order com- 
plete ? 

Christ had taught His disciples of His 
second coming, so at one time they inquired 
of Him what should be the sign of His 
coming and of the end of the world? for 
they seemed to think that there was some 
connection in these events. 

After showing them the signs that should 
precede, He said: When the son of Man shall 
come in His glory and all the holy angels 
with Him, then shall He sit on the throne of 





His glory and before Him shall be gathered 
all nations and He shall separate them one 
from another as a shepherd divideth the 
sheep from the goats.” We are told that 
“ the woman is the glory of the man;” so if 
His second appearing should be in a woman 
where can be the objection ? 

At one time He said to the people that 
unless they ate His flesh and drank His blood 
they bad no life in them.” They reasoned 
among themselves how that could be. He 
said, “the words that I speak unto you they 
are spirit and they are life; the flesh profits 
nothing.” So if it is the testimony, what is 
the difference whether it is given by male 
or female? oras in the case of John the 
Baptist who came in the spirit and power 
of Elias? 

The apostle said : “ Now we speak in part 
and we prophesy in part; when that which 
is perfect is come then that which is in part 
shall be done away.” So when the second 
Eve has come the order will be complete. 
About one hundred years ago God raised 
up a woman and endowed her with power 
to bring forth a testimony whereby all who 
will may be saved from sin and come into 
the resurrection of the just. ‘‘As many as 
believe, to them there is. power given to 
become the children of God.” Such are the 
seed of the woman who will bruise the ser- 
pent’s head, and triumph over a carnal na- 
ture. Such know assuredly that Christ has 
come ‘‘in His glory;” that “the bride hath 
made herself ready and the marriage of the 
Lamb has come;”’ yea “Christ has come 
the second time without sin unto salvation.” 

“The man is not without the woman in 
the Lord, neither is the woman without the 
man.” The order is complete; the mystery 
is revealed ; and “that which was in part is 
done away.” 

The sons and daughters of our Father and 
Mother of the new creation live the life of 
the Lamb, or life of innocence, having noth- 
ing to do with the works of the flesh ; hence 
on them the end of the world has come and 
they are harvested from the earth, and are 
subjects of that kingdom which the God of 
heaven was to setup—a kingdom that 
should never have an end. 

I having been ‘‘a transgressor after the 
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similitude of Eve’s transgression,” have suf- 
fered the penalty; have obeyed the com- 
mand: ‘‘ Wives obey your husbands,” as 
conscientiously as any other woman, feeling 
it to be God-given. The law of Christ has 
made me free from the law of the carnal 
commandment ; therefore, having crucified 
the flesh with its affection and lusts, I am 
free to say that no man shall rule over me» 
for that curse is removed. 


THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS. 


The fonts is large, we are scattered here and 
there, 

We do but come together for a time of praise 
and prayer: 

But the hours are aye the sweetest when we 
see in kindly eyes 

The knowledge of the Father and the faith 
that seeks the skies; 

And our thanks are true and fervent wien we 
bless the God above 

For communion with each other, and the joy 
of Christian love. 


We do not always speak of the Lord we love 
so well, 

Nor name the one dear home where we all 
have hope to dwell; 

But the glad unspoken thought fills our souls 

; with tranquil peace, 

And we think of that fair city where the 
partings all shall cease ; 

And hope and joy and courage help us 
through the onward way, 

When our hearts have been united for one 
happy, restful day. 


One goes through shaded scenes where the 
harvest fields are white. 

And one to sunny southward where the days 
are calm and bright, 

And one to where the crowd is the thickest 
in the street, 

And one to the fierce battle, where the deadly 
foemen meet. 

But we nevermore are strangers, and where- 
ever we may roam, 

The paths shall meet together, for we all 
are going home. 


We have a transient time of joy, and then 
for weary years 

We cannot walk together ,with blended 
smiles and tears; 

But we keep all warm within us the love 
and kindness past, 

We shall take up the scattered threads, and 
make them whole at last ; 

And then complete the story commenced so 
long ago, 

When we dwell at home together, and the 
full communion know. 


Some have gone home before us, and yet it 
often seems 

That the only parting veil is the misty one 
of dreams. 

Are we not sometimes conscious that they 
are by our side ? 

Do they not float about us oft in the eventide? 

Perhaps the dead are nearer than the living, 
for the love 

Has nought'to make it colder when the dear 
ones are above. 


But let us thank our Father that even now 
and here, 

He gives us glad communion for our solace 
and our cheer, 

And the knowledge of that home far off from 
sin and woe, 

To which with eager footsteps His children 
ever go; 

Oh let us hasten onward, at last we all shall 


meet, 
With the fellowship unbroken and the 
friendship all complete. 


— Marianne Farningham, in London Chris- 
tian World. 


THE GOOD WORK GOING ON. 


ANNA ERWIN. 


We often hear the question asked, why 
we are content in our quiet way, when there 
are such great opportunities to sound the 
trumpet of our testimony to earth’s inhab- 


itants. But Iam persuaded that the Arch- 
angel’s trump is now blowing, and sounds 
high over all other strains. I discern his 
silver thread of music as it solves the doubts 
of the present time ; and as it knits up the 
hopes of the future saying to us: ‘‘Be brave, 
be strong, be patient. Think not to accom- 
plish great things without a struggle, and 
labor. Yeaand patient labortoo. We need 
to double our energies, and press forward ; 
for 'tis the patient brain, and untiring eye, 
that win the crown.” And as the sound 
passes on the regions of the future, leaving 
a breath of peace behind it, so shall we, 
held by its gentle spell, listen, and know 
the counsels of .God are just and will 
not fail. We have much yet to learn 
which experience alone ean teach us. Our 
Faith is precious indeed, and the standard 
bearers learn through pains, perseverance 
and forlorn hopes what well becomes the 
true cross bearer, and what fits them to aid 
in the cause of truth. The end and the 
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Means are strangely confused in the in- 
stinctive judgment which guides our ac- 
tions. Our intentions do not often leap up 
the high ideals of action; but while we do 
our little work to secure peace and harmony, 
the secret unravels, that we are working as 
much for others as ourselves. And this has 
been proved experimentally, and accepted 
intellectually. The true and honest heart 
recognizes the brotherhood, and allows the 
claims of ‘‘ good will to all,” which is the 
opposite of selfishness, and antagonism. 
God’s tests will bring out the traits of both, 
Brother Peebles has said : ‘‘ This life is a 
hotel in which mortals tarry for a little 
season for rudimental experiences, ripening 
through toil and suffering.” 
Enfield, Conn. 


MOUTH VIRTUE. 


W. R. BARBER. 


Words are but breath — they may be moral, 
From the tongue may glibly roll, 

Goodness seemingly their — 
They’re no index of the soul. 


Yet as such we oft accept them, 
Gauge by them the speaker’s worth, 

Ranking those whose talk is virtuous 
With the chosen ones of earth. 


Knowledge of a man’s true nature 
What he says cannot impart — 

’Tis his deeds alone acquaint us 
With the promptings of his heart. 


The benevolent and guileless 
Make of virtue no parade, 
And instead of oft proclaiming, 
Keep their good deeds in the shade. 


But the heartless and the vicious 
Their real nature to conceal, 

Of the pious role assuming, 
Prate of what they never feel. 


Most censorious, these sham Christians, 
While the practical, the true, 

Of their fellow-men’s shortcomings 
Take a charitable view. 


Hypocrites show no such lenience; 
Tis their cue, when they detect 
Any foible in another, 
Hdly horror to affect. 





Cold their hearts, tight drawn their purse- 
strings — 
Though benevolence may flow 
From their lips in rounded periods, 
Talk relieves not want nor woe. 


They, even, who sneer at virtue, 
Making of their sin a vaunt, 

Are less than those vile impostors 
Whose religion is mere cant. 


THINGS WORTH FORGETTING. 


ALICE CHADWICK. 


There are a great many things in the com- 
mon course of social life which deserve to 
be instantly and forever forgotten. It is 
hard to forget a harsh word that has been 
spoken to us, but if we forgive and take it 
as a lesson not todo the same to others, it 
would sometimes prove a blessing. Perhaps 
we have noticed that many speeches become 
mischievous only by being heard a second 
time; for they are exaggerated when re- 
peated ; but if they could have been forgotten 
they would have caused no trouble at all, 
Dr. Livingstone says: “ The person that can 
let drop all the burrs and thistles instead of 
picking them up and fastening them on the 
next passenger, is worthy of a blessing.” 
Such have many friends and are loved and 
appreciated by all who know them; their 
cheerfal countenances bespeak what is in 
the heart ; they promote the happiness of 
all within the compass of their influence and 
are always happy themselves, for nothing 
makes such persons happier than to be sur- 
rounded by ardent friends. We may think 
that it is natural for some to be more amia- 
ble than others; but if wedo the best we 
can, we shall be loved. Weall know that 
we can see the faults of others sooner than 
we can observe our own. If we could only 
forget the injuries, and think ofjthe good that 
has been done, we should feel better than if 
we brought them to mind every time we feel 
unkindly toward the persons who caused 
them. But this we should remember, that 
the happiness of our whole life depends on 
the cultivation of a good disposition. 

Enfield, Conn. 
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ON BELIEF. 


—— 

Few men know what manner of spirit they 
‘are of. A man’s real belief is not made up 
of sundry words which he has learned from 
his father, or heard from the preacher, or 
read in a book ; but it is made up of those 
things unto which he squares his inner. and 
only-to-himself known life, of wish and 
thought and deed. If this were otherwise, 
then many true believers might be made 
out of parrots and cockatoos and starlings ; 
nay, we might have ravens members of the 
New Jerusalem; fora raven, with his tongue 
split early, will talk as plainly and as man- 
like as Christians do, who, with divided 
tongues, speak of Christ and love and heaven 
and prayer, and so forth. 

The true belief of every man is that rule 
and system according to which his inner 
hidden aims work themselves forth into 
deed. Thus every one’s belief makes a part 
of himself; nay, is his very self. No teach- 
ing passes into his belief until it becomes 
himself, and so becomes of him his own. 
That they do the Father’s will, know of the 
doctrine ; others do not know, but they have 
“heard say.” For instance, he believes in- 
nerly in baptism who washes with the water 
of truth that skin of. him which he calls his 
consciousness, and who puts away its filth 
by ever checking himself with the ten com- 
mandments. He believes in the resurrection 
of the dead, who himself passes from death 
to life, by following those commands which 
lead to life, because they forbid the ways to 
death. He believesin hell who has found 
hell in himself, at this or that time and 
place, and at many times and places, and 
knows that this or that thing which he has 
wished or done is of hell, andis hell. He 
believes in heaven in whom heaven is. He 
believes in the hidden Father, in whom love 
true and real—not fear or self-love, or the 
hope of fat things hereafter—has at last 
come to be a secret, invisible Father to all 
that isin him. He believes in the Word, 
who, by following the Word and its laws, 
is coming into that belief in the Father. He 
believes in the Holy Breath whose life 
breathes forth only the holy. He believes 
that these Three are one, who shapes his 





likings till they be one with law, and makes 
his deeds to be one with law. He believes 
in judgment to come, who, day by day, 
judges himself, well sifting the outer from 
the inner, the light from the solid, the chaff 
from the corn. He believes in the Holy 
Supper whose tastes feed on uprightness, 
and whose mind drinks in the true. He be- 
lieves in the only-begotten Son, whose daily 
life springs from God and not from the 
devil; no other man than he believes on 
that name or receives the Son and a son- 
ship. In a word, there is no belief real save 
that which is wrought forth into the real ; 
and nowhere but in the real can any truth 
be realized. For belief and faith and all 
those good things that Christians do so love 
to exercise the tongue upon, are like the 
plans of builders ; true, beautiful, harmoni- 
ous, logical ; the integral calculus may lie 
at the bottom of them, and were they false, 
there might be no possible equation for an 
asymptote ; but for all this, unless they be 
carried out in stone, wood, brick and iron 
they are castles in the air, and tend not to 
edification. It is well to know and be sure 
of this, though with never so clear a knowl- 
edge, it still may be that a man will never 
prate a word the less about religion, or 
baulk the inward devil of a single deed. 
“G.Q.,” in WV. J. Messenger. 
—____—_——_ 
A PURPORTED COMMUNICATION FROM 
A SHAKER SPIRIT. 


[The following encouraging spirit com- 
munication was received through the medi- 
umship of W. L. Jack, M. D. :] 

Olive Stebbins: Let there be light. These 
words were spoken by one who came before 
us, and who taught us, through our Mother 
God, of love, of purity and peace, those 
principles that we are now teaching and 
making so visibly manifest unto the world’s 
people. 

Ye are my people, saith the Lord, and of 
a truth I perceive this to be everso, And 
I would have ye, brethren, not be ignorant 
of the fact that your labors are not in vain. 
Be ye not discouraged, for lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end. Ye have the 
promise of the life which now is, and* of a 
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truth ye do enjoy and possess it, and the 
godly inheritance of the life to come is thine 
forever. 

Verily, verily I say unto you that which 
you have aforetime been told shall be 
granted unto all. And may the love of the 
Father and Mother Gad, and the light that 
shone in the heart and life of the meek and 
lowly Jesus, and His teachings and princi- 
ples, abide with you all forever, and uphold 
you with its precious promises in all your 
undertakings. To my friends at Enfield, 
Conn., of the different Church families. 

Dec. 2. 


We have taken some pains to investigate 
whether our honored Haverhill medium was 
acquainted with Eldress Olive or not, and 
found he was not. We also investigated 
whether this communication was received 
by or through any request of any earth 
friends, and found it was not, but was one 
of those simple and pure outflowings of at- 
tendant surroundings for which Dr. Jack 
has become somewhat notable. Those de- 


sirous of our evidences can have them on 


application at this office. 
Ep. MANIFESTO. 


SHAKER STATION, Conn., Dec. 22d, 1879. 


W. L. Jack: Dear Friend —The com- 
munication in the Banner of Light, to which 
you called our attention, purporting to come 
from Olive Stebbins, we believe to be cor- 
rect. The Scripture language of the com- 
munication is exactly like her style of 
speaking. She lived in this Family, was a 
prominent member for more than fifty 
years. She deceased about two years since. 
We are much pleased to hear from her, and 
thank you for calling our attention to the 
communication. Yours truly, 

D. L. Orcutt, 
For the Society. 


I desire to find in books, not what may be 
blamed, but what muy be praised, and that 
from which I may learn something. This 
course is not exactly in fashion; but it is the 
most useful. Nevertheless, though there are 
few books or persons in whom I cannot find 
some thing of use to me,I know how to make 
a difference in granting them my confidence. 
Godfrey Wilhelm von Leibnite. 





OUR LIVING R REDEEMER. 
The lest which will eave save us from sorrow and 


The heart that will peace on true righteous. 
ness win, 

And cause us our heaven and earth to begin, 
Is the Crist that is living to-day. 


The hand which is ever creating anew, 

Uplifting our lives to be perfect and true, 

And bringing fair Eden yet clearer to view, 
Is our Livine REDEEMER to-day. 


That ever bright star of affection and love, 

Which guideth us onward to glories above, 

O’er brooding, as with the white wings of a 
dove, 

Is the Saviour now followed of choice— 


That Father and Mother and beautiful friend, 

Who stoop now as ever ready aid to extend, 

And sympathies sweet in adversities lend, 
Are the parents with whom we rejoice. 


[Some Shaker sister has written and sent 
us the above pretty poem. We have departed 
from our usual rule, of paying no attention 
to anonymous contributions, and for the pur- 
pose of asking all our readers, if such a 
pretty poem should be at all ashamed of its 
author’s name? Ep.] 


DEBTS. 


A debt is a load which you should be slow 
to take upon you. Debts bring trouble and 
sorrow. Interest will gnaw at your earn- 
ings without ceasing. It will never rest at 
night. It will not observe the Sabbath. 
It will not stop for sickness, nor for fune- 
rals. In rainy weather or in dry, in summer 
and in winter, it will keep on noiselessly 
adding to the load under which you groan, 

It is a sin to run in debt without a proba- 
bility of paying. You should never run in 
debt for any thing that will not stand good 
for the debt incurred, or will not contribute 
toward its payment. You had better wear 
the poorest clothes and eat the plainest food, 
than buy food or clothes with other people’s 
money. It is always safe to wait for these 
things until you have the money to pay for 
them. By so doing you will not only be 
saved from trouble, but also from pride and 
extravagance. Give no occasion to any to’ 
reproach the cause of Christ because of your 
dishonesty. Owe no man any thing but to 
love one another. Sel. 
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Editorial. 
THE NEW GOSPEL OF CHRIST. 


SHAKER TEACHINGS. 





The faith and practices which 
Shakerism would present for the ac- 
ceptance of all who feel able to en- 
gage in them are mainly founded 
upon the life and teachings of Jesus, 
the Christ of ycre. 

Whatever additions Shakerism at- 
taches to those taught and lived by 
the good Jesus, we claim have been 
introduced by a second advent of the 
same Christ Spirit, not through the 
man Jesus, but through the testimony 
and life of a woman —a simple, good 
woman — Ann Lee. 

In all presentations of Shakerism 
for the acceptance or rejection of 
those who read or hear, we want to 
be distinctly understood that there 
will be nothing presented that does 
not find its justification and proof in 
the life of Jesus, the Christ, and in 
His testimony to His disciples. 

Shakerism, in contradistinction to 
the popular theologies of this age, 
teaches A NEW GOSPEL OF CHRIST—one 
founded upon the LiFe of Christ 
Jesus, while discarding every sem- 
blance of the theory that there is any 
virtue in the death ‘or blood of Jesus, 
enacted or shed upon Calvary, and 
only joying in His death, as He died 
unto a sinful or inferior life of the 
world. He died for us, in that He 
died urto sin and worldly good, to be 
our exampler by our following after. 
HE LIVED FoR Us—and in this LIVING 
CHRIST, LIVING LIKE CHRIST, LIVING 
AFTER CHRIST’S LIFE—is the grand 
announcement of Shakerism to the 








world, and its testimony, that there is 
no other effectual way of Christian 
salvation and redemption but by LIv- 
ING AS CHRIST LIVED. 

As Jesus relied not upon mere arti- 
cles of a dead faith, but upon works 
of daily self-denial to all worldly in- 
dulgencies, good and bad alike, so does 
Shakerism warn against a faith in 
any death excepting a death unto sin 
and the world, which means every 
time a life like Christ’s, as resurrected 
not only above sinfulness, but above 
the very best estate of a worldly-good 
life. 

Perversion of the good is sin; excess- 
ive indulgence in any lawful, worldly 
good is sin; the violation of any law 
of God, whether known or unknown, 
is sin; and all these perversions, ex- 
cesses and violations will be avoided 
as sins. . 

But Shakerism, which is but an- 
other name for radical Christianity, 
would begin its work of resurrection 
with those who have ceased to sin, 
who are living the best of worldly 
lives; who, like the young Jew of old, 
have kept the laws of nature “from 
their youth up,” yet agonize for a per- 
fection of Christ not found anywhere 
in the best good of a worldly life. 

Shakerism would, of course, first 
save its adherents from sin by cutting 
them off from both the good and the 
bad of a worldly life; then it would 
present the superior claims of the 
actual Christ life, which the immedi- 
ate disciples of Jesus adopted in fol- 
lowing their Master, and which life 
Paul ‘‘ followed hard after,” and suc- 
ceeded so well in living, while unwar- 
rantably permitting those he taught 
to live in the flesh, and as neither 
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Jesus’ disciples, nor himself did nor 
could live as Christians. 

Therefore, MARRIAGE may be 
counted, properly lived, as a worldly- 
good life —a life for “the children of 
the world,’ —but Christ could not 
live it, did not live it, but lived far 
superior to it, and as His followers 
Christians must discard it, however 
good, or they are so far from being 
Christians. 

PRIVATE Property: Christianity 
nowhere recognizes the right to any 
private property. To the upright 
Jew it taught a perfection superior to 
Judaism, by “go and sell all that 
thou hast, then come and follow me!” 
There is only equality in the house- 
hold of Christ—all who are Christians 
will fare and share alike, which will 
dissipate the terms my and mine, rich 
and poor. “Oh, that would be joy- 
ful!” Where can there be any thing 
right in having rich members and 
poor members in any church or fam- 
ily of Christ? Such are not Chris- 
tians. 

Peace: As above illustrated, Chris- 
tianity does not bring peace to earthly 
practices, nor to those who indulge in 
them; but exterminating these as 
with a sword, there follows a peace 
that passeth all worldly understand- 
ing of that term, and “ the love and 
life of Christ constraineth us” to live 
as brethren in harmony. 

SEPARATION FROM THE WORLD — 
Separate from its lusts, unspotted by 
its loves, “freed from the civil law,” 
because living superior to it — “ ren- 
dering unto Cesar the things that be- 
long to him,” but having a citizenship 
and superior allegiance to a “king- 
dom not of this world ” — relinguish- 





ing the follies, fashions, policies and 
politics of a civil, worldly life. 
Shakerism teaches of THE NEW GOS- 
PEL OF CHRisT—that Christ’s life was 
not of the worldly order, but heavenly, 
and as was the Master’s, so must ours 
be if we are His servants. ‘‘ All can- 
not receive this saying” —all cannot 
be Christians —‘‘but whosoever can 
receive it, let him,” for it is his or her 
bounden duty to do so. te 


—_—_——_>—_—_——_ 


THE CONSTITUTION OF ZION. 


To our mind, the signification of - 
ZION is paramount to EXcELsIor, 
while all Scripture allusions to it fill _ 
the definition of its being highest, 
chief, superior over all, best. 

As Mt. Zion of old overtopped all 
surrounding hills geographically, so 
were those who should constitute the 
inhabitants of spiritual Mt. Zion to 
excel in the righteousness of life those 
living upon lower and inferior hills or 
planes. The call of Shakerism to all 
who would be constituents of it is to 
engage so deeply in the renunciation 
of self and selfishness as to be superior 
in all that constitutes true, radical 
Christianity. It is not simply a call 
upon individuals to put away fleshly 
lusts, while permitting these same in- 
dividuals to revel in other lusts, which, 
if not so bad, are at least secondary, 
and just as unconstitutional for Zion’s 
inhabitants to engage in; but rather, 
‘sparing not one single idol,” it in- 
cludes in its peremptory call, depart- 
ures from all lusts —lower practices 
and loves—and to the engagements in 
every most excellent, Christian prac- 
tice, excelled by no inhabitant living 
upon a lower plane than Mt. Zion. 

Thus, looking for the most excellent 
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lives to form the constituency of the 
most spiritual Zion on earth, we shall 
see the relinquishment of all lusts — 
lusts for the flesh, lusts for farms and 
barns, lusts for pre-eminence in any 
thing over the brethren of Zion; lusts 
for power, for earthly pleasures, 
whether wrought out by the palate, 
the eye, ear, nose or feelings—dis- 
carding the lusts, share all bless- 
ings as a common brotherhood of 
Christ should, to the highest advance- 
ments of every spiritual, Zion charac- 
teristic. And what will be the result? 
“Look upon Zion, the city of our 
solemnities! ‘l'hine eyes shall see Jeru- 
salem a quiet habitation,” etc. Arise, 
brethren, and would-be brethren. Let 
none come to our Zion with a purer 
life testimony than we have and than 
we live. Let none present a more 
abiding, peaceful joy. Let ours be an 
unexcelled, united inheritance, where 
each rather seeks another’s welfare 
than his or her own; and let “ un- 
spottedness from the world” mean 
with us a resurrection above all envy- 
ings, jealousies, accusings, strivings for 
personal prides and exaltations above 
our fellows; then this will be Zion, 
and Zion will be our home. * 





EDITORIAL NOTES. 


QUERIES AND ANSWERS. 

G. W. T. —The story in the Christian 
Union for Christmas we pronounced silly in 
our January number because it was untrue, 
as well as misleading. We have grown up 
from early childhood among the Shakers, 
and we know of none who keep Christmas 
more in keeping with the honor of Him 
who was the first simple, pure-minded, celi- 
bate, illustrious Shaker - Jesus, born Christ- 
mas, beginning the so-called Christian era. 
Sometime we may give the details of how 





rigidly we were called upon in our early 
days to make peace with our brethren on 
that day, and the remembrance of the poor 
was just as rigidly and practically set forth. 
We will write Editor McCormick, and as 
you are a reader of that paper, we invite 
you and others to read that otherwise excel- 
lent Union, dropping the ‘‘Christian.” 





C. LAWRENCE, — You ask: * Do we sepa- 
rate husband and wife in our Shaker fami- 
lies?” We answer emphatically that we 
never did such anact. Married people, be- 
fore uniting with our institution, settle that 
point between themselves — henceforth to 
renounce the civi/ compact of husband and 
wife, and to accept as a superior substitute 
the Christly relationship of brother and sis- 
ter, after Christ-life pattern; our interfer- 
ence in behalf of the desired spiritual pro- 
gress of the parties does not begin until 
that question is settled between them favor- 
able to Shakerism. 





Jno. C. J. —Certainly. Any one having 
property when joining the Society can retain 
the principal of the same until they choose 
to consecrate the same “ to charitable and re- 
ligious purposes,” after Shaker signification 
of what these purposes are. It will pay to 
make the trial—will you try it? 





“Mrs. 8S. C. GATLING.”——-Concerning lite- 
rary opportunities among the Shakers we 
cannot give you any extensive encourage- 
ments. We purpose a soul preparation 
to meet-Christ in His glory, and not for the 
mental illumination for any official capacity 
or “ kingdom of this world.” We fear you 
are on the wrong track. Weare a Christian 
institution, and have no time nor opportuni- 
ties for the superior literary attainments. 
If you or friends unite with us we will not 
ask nor concern ourselves of what denomi- 
nation you have sailed under, but will 
simply ask you to ‘‘put your hands to 
work,” as we do, and ‘‘ give your hearts to 
God” as we ought to. 





Mary Evans. — Thanks for compliments 
upon MANIFESTO. Please consult pamphlet, 
‘* Plain Talks,” for the balance of your 
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questions, As our bishops have pronounced 
the little work “a valuable medium of our 


faith,” we feel partially paid for endeavor. 


upon it,and would present it with our kind- 
est hopes to many who would know more 
of us. 


Notice TO EVERYBODY. 

We have been kindly and handsomely 
paid with cost price of a copy of THE MAn- 
IFESTO, to be sent to every individual apply- 
ing for it. We express kind thanks in be- 
half of all applying, and will send a copy 
to all who apply within thirty days of this 
notice, 





SpPEcIAL NOTICE. 


Parties who desire to introduce friends 
to the Society of Shakers, or to get personal 
answers, at Watervliet, N. Y., at (P. 0.) 
Shakers, N. Y., will be more kindly re- 
sponded to by addressing ‘* Novitiate Hiders 
of Shakers, Shakers, N. Y.,” than by address- 
ing the editor of this paper. Having been 
transferred, we make this appeal as favora- 
ble both to ourselves and correspondents. 
Do not address the editor of SHAKER 
MANIFESTO upon the iniroduction of friends 
or other personal matters. 








Correspondence. 





GREENVILLE, MERCER Co., Pa., Dec. 25, 1879. 


Extper F. W. Evans: Dear Sir— As I 
had the pleasure of hearing you speak at 
Lake View on the Book of Revelations, I was 
pleased with the last part, it was so different 
from the interpretation generally given. I 
would like to see it in print for future refer- 
ence. You say the Bible is nothing but 
history, and you believe only what agrees 
with your theory. But,if it is not an in- 
spired book, why do you take it to prove 
that your opinion of Revelations is correct ? 
And, if that book gives so much light 
on the future, why is not Daniel, with the 
books of the Apostles, equal in importance as 
a guide for the future? As you seem to be 
well posted on the Scriptures, will you please 
give me and many others, some new light 
from the Prophet Esdras, second Book in 





Apocrypha? Why is not this prophecy as 
important asthat of Daniel? It is later; and 
a continuance of his prophecy. I will call 
your attention to some points, beginning at 
chapter 6— 7 to 10 verses—also chapter 7 
—41 to 45— chapter 8 —1 to 4 —chapter 12 
—11to15—chapter 14 —9 to 14 and 44 to 
end. These I think very important to all liv. 
ing at this age. And also chapter 15—14 
to 21. Is not this fulfilling at this time? 
And chapter 16 — 15 to 21 ——35 to 36 and 
62 to end of chapter. Does not this take us 
down to the Second Appearing of Christ in 
person, as given by Peter, Acts 1— 10 to 14? 

Now, as the Book of Esdras is not in the 
Bible, but set aside by man, it becomes to 
us only as history to three hundred and fifty 
years before Christ ; and gives us more light 
than any other prophet from Daniel to the 
present time. Now, sir, will you please look 
over the whole Book of Second Esdras, and 
give us more light to help the mass of Church 
members into a higher life of truth and mo- 
rality ? 

Will there be minutes printed of the meet- 
ing at Lake Chautauqua? and will the 
speeches be printed in them, or separate ? 
I want a copy of all, when they can be had. 

I will now call your attention to a few 
verses in Matthew, chapter 24—15 to 21 
to 26, 30, 32. 


Is this in the past, or yet tocome? Also, 


| Mark, chapter 13 — 14, 15, 19, 20, 26, 27 and 


35 to end of chapter. I think this is all in 
the future, and it will be well with all 
who have part in the first resurrection. But 
I cannot see any life between death and the 
resurrection ; but people are to wax worse 
and worse, until He comes and sets up his 
Kingdom here on earth. Then there will 
be only one faith, one Lord, one Baptism — 
and one people, of every nation, to worship 
the only true God. 
Yours, in the Light of Truth, 
8S. R. BREED, M. D. 





Mr. LEBANON, Jan. 2, 1880. 
S. R. Breep, M. D. : Dear FrrenD— 
Yours, of the 25th ult.at hand. Perhaps 
you remember, I separated the Book of Rev- 
elations from the rest of the Bible. God 
knoweth them that are His. When we have 
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a revelation in our own souls, we recognize 
revelation in other souls. Scriptures should 
be used to illustrate and confirm revelation. 
To substitute authority for truth is the un- 
mistzkable mark of the beast. Should the 
Almighty say to me, believe this, or that, 
with reverence and humility, I would say, 
please show me the why and wherefore — 
give me evidence. If, by investigation and 
research from below, and inspiration and 
revelation from above, I form opinions and 
come to settled principles of belief and ac- 
tion, and then upon referring to some book 
in the various collections called Bibles, Holy 
Bibles, etc., should find those opinions had 
been entertained by a writer hundreds or 
thousands of years ago, and those principles 
clearly set forth and illustrated, might I not 
come to the conclusion that such writer had 
been baptized with the same Christ Spirit 
that Ihave been baptized with? Daniel was 
a Christ Prophet, and so was Esdras. We 
are not entirely unacquainted with them. I 
have looked over the Scriptures in Esdras 
you refer to,and am much interested in your 
selections. It is almost precisely what we 
should make of them. The New Testament 
selection and your interpretation thereof 
are of the Orthodox class. Of course, I differ 
from you. Your basic idea of God — the 
Hebrew God — of Christ, Atonement, Resur- 
rection, Kingdom of Heaven, etc. What I 
suppose you hold as sacred, we would call 
the old Heavens that are even now passing 
away with a great noise. See what Inger- 
soll and his fellows do with the Orthodox 
heavens, or theology! A Shaker hears him 
and indorses most that he has to say, know- 
ing that neither his God, Christ, nor the 
Scriptures have suffered at his hands. 
Behold I create a New Earth and New 
Heavens, for the former earth and heavens 
have passed away, and there shall be no 
more sea nor world, because the city of 
Babylon and the sea, or world, out of which 
it arose, is dissolved and resolved into three 
parts — First, a new Civil Government, pure- 
ly secular,with members representing both 
parts of the population— male and female 
—holding land for all, both present and pros- 
pective population of the country, as belong- 
ing toall. Poverty abolished. Disease and 














all sickness abolished, no one saying ‘“‘ I am 
sick.” Wars no more, as there would be 
nothing to fight about. This will be the 
New Earth to generate human beings by 
strictly confining sexuality to propagation, 
as do the brute beasts. Second, The Celi- 
bate order of intellectual men and women 
to fill Civil Government offices, leaving the 
married to take care of their families at 
home. 

Under such conditions, population would 
increase at a rapid rate, doubling each 
twenty-five years, there being no Infant 
mortality before, nor after birth. 

In one century, what would the country 
do with 1,000,000,000 of people to begin 
doubling with? The situation would be 
appalling. Here comes in part third, to 
regulate the whole — the Resurrection Or- 
der — the Shaker Spiritual System, to check 
population and hold the balance of power. 
It could be increased, or decreased, as oc- 
casion called for. 

Dear friend, I can only hint ; time would 
not suffice to speak of all the things per- 
taining to the New Earth and New Heavens 
that are even now creating in the form of 
the United States Government and the 
United Society of Believers in Christ’s Sec- 
ond Appearing, this having already com- 
menced on this earth. ; 

I do not know what will be done about 
the speeches, but think no report will be 
made. I was not correctly reported. 

I should suppose you would be interested 
to visit our Society. You are not far from 
the Kingdom of Heaven. It exists on the 
earth ; and a revelation is necessary to find 
it. “No man cometh to me, except the 
Father draw him,” said Jesus. 

Shall be pleased to hear from you again. 


Respectfully, 
F.W Evans. 


New BeprorpD, January 8, 1880. 

JoHn WHITELEY, Dear Friend—I have 
read your advertisement in the 12 mo., 
SHAKER MANIFESTO, and I will gladly ac- 
cept your offer to send me the Divine A ffia- 
tusand Tuk SHAKER MANIFEsTO for the 
year 1880. I here inclose twenty-one three 
cent stamps to meet the expense. I would 
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say that Ihave taken THE SHAKER MANI- 
FEsTo forthree years and it has given me 
great pleasure. In 12 mo. number of SHa- 
KER MANIFESTO, page 274, is “Shaker Theol- 
ogy,” article No. 1. I should like to see 
more clearly defined, through THE MAnI- 
FEsTO, as hardly know what is meant by 
soul death in the last line. The Orthodox 
idea is that death is eternal to a great part 
of mankind. The Adventists say that death 
means that a large portion of our race will 
be burnt up, both soul and body. I cannot 
accept either of the above ideas, for I don’t 
for one moment believe in the possibility 
of a lostsoul. But Ido heartily believe in 
the eternal progression of our race from 
lower to higher conditions of life, and that 
All will be finally holy and happy with the 
ever loving Father of us all. 

Articles two, three, four and five have my 
hearty assent, in which I have long believed. 
In conclusion I would say that I wish it were 
in my power to help circulate THE SHAKER 
MANIFESTO among the peoples, by subscrib- 
ing for several copies. But I am a poor old 
man, and ppor in this world’s possessions or 
I certainly would. But Ido wish THE SHa- 
KER MANIFESTO hearty success in breaking 
down the walls of old theology, and building 
up the new. 

I remain ever yours for the truth, 

Caues C. PeckHaM, 49 County St., 
New Bedford, Mass. 


MISLEADING. 

Dear Eprror: In a commentary in the 
last MANIFESTO, upon one of my articles, 
some, if not many, are being “ misled” as 
to the doctrines I teach. 

I do not hold Buddah, Zoroaster, Confu- 
cius, Melchizedeck, nor John Baptist, “as 
mere Reformers” on the generative plane, 
like Wesley, Geo. Fox, Graham, but as 
Avatars sent of God and inspired from the 
same Christ, or resurrection heavens that 
Jesus was inspired and baptized from. It 
was effected by intelligent missionary mes- 
sengers, duly sent and commissioned. 

They did not run as uncertain, nor fight 
as beating the air. Having in view a defi- 


nite object, they came in an influx of power 
sufficient to effect it. 











They established organizations similar to 
the Primitive Church, and raised up, in the 
East, thousands and tens of thousands of 
people to the Christ life of Celibacy, Peace, 
Vegetarianism and Community of Goods. 

What more did Jesus do? What more do 
we attain unto? Those messengers came 
from the sphere that Jesus ascended into 
when He went up “far above all heavens” 
on the plane of reproduction. He went to 
a heaven even David had not ascended unto 
—that Swedenborg had not visited. The 
Spiritualists know not of it, for it is a path 
that the vulture’s eye of greed and lust hath 
not seen, neither hath the fierce Lion of War 
ever trodden it. 

That heaven is, tothe whole Spirit World, 
what the Holy of Holies was to the Temple. 

God be praised for the Resurrection 
Heaven and Order. It is the great media- 
tor between God and all souls in all worlds, 
He speaks peace to every sentient, intelligent 
being. 

God is in this Holy Temple. Let the 
whole earth and all earths keep silence be- 
fore Him and her. 

Fleshly-minded earthly men and women 
understand not its language, neither can 
they tread the measure of its holy dance. 

If it be objected that although other 
Avatars than Jesus did live and work, in 
their day and among their people, yet retro- 
gression invariably followed —I ask, if-a 
falling away has not also followed in the 
wake of the day and work of Jesus? 

The Primitive Church has existed in the 
Spirit World only, for nearly two thousand 
years. 

The Celibate Monastic Institutions of the 
East compare favorably with those of the 
West, either past or present. 

Whence the Christian wars and fightings 
of the worshipers of Jesus, but from their 
unchristian lusts of generation ? 

Is there any vital characteristic difference 
between Trinitarians and the Skeptical 
classes ? 

Is not our last forlorn Hope in Mother 
Ann Lee, and “ the followers to be wondered 
at” who are with her? Each one received 
a revelation from the Christ Heavens, con- 
stituting them God’s witnesses for a New 
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Dispensation, in which there is neither male 
nor female, rich nor poor, bond nor free — 
all being one, in all things pertaining to the 
world that was, is, and is to come. 

Reformers are witnesses on the repro- 
ductive plane. They contend for its truths. 
Avatars are Saviors, to resurrect souls from 
the work of propagation. 

Please let us understand each other aright, 
before we assume a disagreement, having 
no existence, except in the minds of mis- 
leading spirits. 

I am yours, brotherly, 
F. W. Evans. 








Society Record. 


SOCIETY LOSSES. 


At Shaker Village, N. H., Jan. 2, 1880, 
Dorcas Hill, aged 86 years. 

At Enfield, N. H., Dec. 30, 1879, Lucinda 
Kincaid, aged 72. 

At Shaker Station, Conn., Dec. 13, Electa 
Parker, aged 78. 

At Mt. Lebanon, N. Y., Elizabeth Stand- 
ish, aged 77. 





SINCE LAST ISSUE. 
Received of 8S. W. Ball, $20.00. 
fo R. M. Wagan, $15.00. 
ry C. Dibble, $5.60. 
* F. W. Evans, $58.00. 
“ Rebecca Jackson, $3.25. 
i J. B. Vance, $30.00. 
x: Jno. Whitely, $25.15. 
N. A. Briggs, $60.90. 


~ H. 8. Kellogg, $30.00. 
‘ad A. Perkins, $25.00. 

" H. L. Eads, $100.00. 
. C. Clapp, $39.00. 


« H. B. Bear, $36.00. 

a Isaac Beals, $13.20. 

“ D. C. Brainard, $20.50. 
“ Amos Babbitt, $17.40. 

" Henry Cumings, $20.00. 
e Simon Atherton, $20.00. 
“ Catharine Walker, $9.60. 
. Sophia 8. Niles, $2.00. 

* E. Myrick, $17.60. 


“Roll on, thou mighty power.” 





Lhe Children’s Grotto. 


SHAKER Station, Conn., Jan. 10, 1880. 

Dear Eprror — We have read in our 
MANIFESTO that it would please you to 
hear from the children. We want to tell 
you we are trying to be good, obedient girls, 
for we know that is the way to make good 
Christians. We often read of our dear 
Mother Ann and her sufferings, and wonder 
if we would be as patient and forbearing 





.| with the wicked people who so cruelly per- 


secuted her as she was! or whether, if the 
mobs were to come now, would we or not 
leave our home, friends, and the life we live 
should they persecute us ever so much! 
We think too of the many poor children 
roaming through the streets without shelter 
or friends, and we cannot express our love 
and thankfulness to our good brethren and 
sisters for their kindness toward us; and 
we know we can repay them in no better 
way than obeying the kindly advice they so 
often give us. We would like our love, and 
pledge to be faithful, given to al] the little 
girls you see and know through the Mant- 
FESTO who are trying with us to grow up 
in the way.God would have us. With much 
love for yourself and THE SHAKER MAnNI- 
FESTO, We remain your affectionate children, 


MarIA LAPAYETTE, aged 12, 
Corsa FRANKLYN, aged 11. 
HATTIE TERRYSON, aged 10. 


A LITTLE girl in Ithaca described an ele- 
phant as “the thing that kicks up with its 
nose.” 


Pay Day witt ComE.—He did not think, 
when sowing those wild oats in his youth, 
how uncomfortable the gritty oat-meal 
would prove for his aged teeth.—Congrega- 
tionalist. 


A LITTLE girl passing the Washington 
statue lately, asked a lady with her, if 
Washington was buried there, ‘‘ No,” said 
thelady. “ Where is he buried?” said the 
little girl, “I don’t know,” said the lady. 
“Then 1 guess you don’t read your Bible 
much,” said little innocence. 
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HOME OF LIBERTY. 
am 
JAMES G. RUSSELL. ; ENFIELD, N. H. 
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1. Zion, thy foun - da - tion No earthly power can shake, 

2. May thy glorious banner, Now waving in the air, 

8. May the cross of Jesus, Which he so meekly _ bore, 

4. May a crown of glory, Each ransomed _ victor wear, 
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Book Table. 


Home Lopics. 





How To LEARN SHORTHAND ; THE STENO- 
GRAPHIC INSTRUCTOR. AN IMPROVED Sys- 
TEM OF SHORTHAND WRITING.—Arranged 
specially for the use of those desirous of 
acquiring the art without the aid of a 
teacher; being the simplest, most practical, 
and the best adapted for reporting. By 
Arthur M. Baker. 12mo., paper, 25 cents. 
8. R. Wells & Co., Publishers, 737 Broad. 
way, New York. 

THE MODERN BETHESDA.—By the New- 
‘ton Publishing Co., New York. This is 
purported to be an account of the life 
labors of Dr. J. R. Newton. It protests 
that it is an advertising scheme, but we fail 
to see it so. After acquiring a competence, 
the Doctor will still heal — for money. 


Vick’s FLORAL GUIDE — Is a super-excel. 
lent work of one hundred pages. It contains 
for frontispiece an elegant colored plate, 
which of itself is worth more, we would 
judge, than the entire book costs, which can 
be obtained by sending five cents to James 
Vick, Rochester, N. Y. This is the most in- 
structive work of the kind published in the 
United States that we know of. Its illustra- 
tions are very numerous and beautiful, while 
the finest, choicest paper is used in the con- 
struction of the invaluable guide. We recom- 
mand those desirous of obtaining a choice 
variety of seeds or plants, either flower or 
vegetable, to address JAMES VICK, Roches- 
ter, N. Y. 


By FAR THE MOST BEAUTIFUL COLOR 
printing that it has been our good fortune 
to witness, is done by the firm of Russell, 
Morgan & Co., Cincinnati, O. Every possi- 
ble conception of beauty in the arrange- 
ments and blending of colors for the printing 
of labels, calendars, etc., is accomplished 
by this enterprising firm. If something 
unusually nice is wanted, seek them out. 





“The path of the gods is a path of 
thorns.” 





SoME ONE has judiciously pointed out that 
a large quantity of the acid which exists in 
rhubarb, gooseberries, currants, and other 
fruits, may be judiciously corrected by use 
of a small quantity of carbonate of soda, 
without affecting their flavor. To an ordin- 
ary sized pie or pudding as much soda may 
be added as, piled up, will cover a shilling, 
or even twice such a quantity, if the fruit 
is very sour. If this little hint is attended 
to, many a stomach ache will be prevented 
and a vast quantity of sugar saved, because 
when the acid is neutralized by the soda it 
will not require so much sugar to render the 
tart sweet. 


How To pDetTscT Porson Ivy. — The an- 
noying casualty, which confined Judge Noah 
Davis to a sick-room the other day, might 
have been avoided if the eminent jurist 
had paid as much attention to the small as 
to the large things of life. The poison ivy 
and the innocuous kind differ in one par- 
ticular which is too easy of remembrance 
to be overlooked by any one who is inter- 
ested in the brilliant-hued leaves of autumn 
to care for gathering them: the leaves of 
the former grow in clusters of three and 
those of the latter in fives. As somebody 
has suggested in a juvenile story-book, every 
child should be taught to associate the five 
leaves ina cluster with the fingers on the 
human hand, and given to understand that 
when these numbers agree they can be 
brought into contact with perfect safety. 
It may spare our readers no little suffering 
to bear this point in mind during their Octo- 
ber rambles in the fields. — [Syracuse Her- 
ald. 

CuTrine GLAss WITH Scissors.—Many 
persons may not be aware that glass 
can be cut under water, with great eage, 
to almost any shape, by simply using a 
pair of shears or strong scissors. In order 
to insure success two points must be at- 
tended to— first and most important, the 
glass must be kept quite level in the water 
while the scissors are applied, and, secpndly, 
to avoid risk, it is better to begin the cut- 
ting by taking off small pieces at the corners 
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and along the edges, and so reduce the 
shape graduaily to that required, asif any 
attempt is made to cut the glass all at once 
to the shape as we would cut a piece of 
cardboard, it will most likely break just 
where it is not wanted. Some kinds of 
glass cut much better than others, the softer 
glasses being the best for this purpose. The 
scissors need not be at all sharp, as their ac- 
tion does not appear to depend on the state 
of the edge presented to the glass. When 
the operation goes on well, the glass breaks 
away from the scissors in small pieces in a 
straight line with the blades. This method 
of cutting glass has often been of service 
when a diamond has not been at hand, for 
cutting ovals and segments, and though the 
edges are not so smooth as might be desired 
for some purposes, yet it will answer ina 
great many cases. The two hints given 
above, if strictly followed, will always in- 
sure success. 


PAINT FOR FARM BUILDINGS.— An old 
subscriber, Wardville P. O., sends for the 
benefit of our other subscribers the follow- 
ing recipe for paint for farm buildings : 

The following is a very cheap and excel- 
lent paint for farm buildings, forming a 
hard surface, and as its hardness increases 
by time, it is far more durable than paint. 

Take freshly burned unslacked lime and 
reduce it to powder. Toone peck or one 
bushel of this add the same quantity of fine 
white sand, or fine coal ashes, and twice as 
much fresh wood ashes, all this being sifted 
through a fine sieve. They should then be 
thoroughly mixed together while dry. Af- 
terward mix them with as much common 
linseed oil as will make the whole thin 
enough to work freely with a painter's 
brush. 

This will make the paint of light gray 
stone color, nearly white. To make it fawn 
or drab, add yellow ochre and Indian red; 
if drab is desired add burnt umber, Indian 
red and a little black ; if dark stone color, 
add Jampblack ; or if brown stone then add 
Spanish brown. All these colors should of 
course be first mixed in oil and then added. 

This paint is very much cheaper than 
common oil paint. It is equally well suited 
to wood, brick or stone. 

It is better to apply it in two coats, the 
first thin, and the second thick.—Farmer’s 
Advocate. 





EMERSONIAN. 


Hands to work, and hearts to God. 

Sincerity is the property of the universe. _ 

To make our word or act SUBLIME, we 
must make it REAL. 

Skepticism is unbelief in cause and effect. 
The true meaning of “spiritual” is REAL. 

All revelations, whether of mechanical or 
of moral science, come first to single persons. 

The attraction of the happy conditions of 
life is the pledge that they are within reach. 

Our prayers are prophets ; but there must 
be consistency and constancy in the peti- 
tioners. 

Beautiful manners spring from self-con- 
trol and a kind heart. There is no beautifier 
of complexion, of form, or behavior, like the 
wish to scatter blessings. 

It is our system that counts, not the single 
word nor unsupported action. We. only 
believe as deep as we live. That only which 
we have within us can we see without. 

All things go by number, rule and weight. 
Relation and connection are not somewhere 
and sometimes. but everywhere and always. 
As we are, so we do; and as we do, so is 
done unto us. 

Vigor is contagious; and whatever makes 
us think or feel strongly, adds to our power 
and enlarges our sphere of action. Nothing 
is impossible to him who can will. . Is that 
necessary? That SHALL be— is the law of 
success. 

Against all appearances, the nature of 
things works for truth and right forever. 
Primordial atoms are prefigured and pre- 
determined to moral issues, are in search of 
justice, so that ever the right comes upper- 
most, and justice is done at last. Self-poise 
belongs to every particle, and rectitude to 
every mind. 

Every one’s task is that one’s LIFE-PRE- 
SERVER. A just employment is the best 
insurance. The conviction that our work is 
dear to God, and cannot be spared, defends 
and sustains us. A high aim is curative, 
and reacts on the organs and resources of 
the body. Who would be great and good 
in the future, must be great and good now. 
Immortality will come to such as are fit 
for it. 
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BAD AMBITION. 


Bismarck is often discontented, and in a 
period of. despondency he is said to have 
exclaimed: “In satisfying my ambition I 
have made nobody happy.” The company 
at his Varzin residence protested “ No.” He 
continued: “And what a number of peo- 
ple Ihave cast into misery. Without me 
three great wars would have been avoided ; 
80,000 men—nay, much more—would not 
have been killed, and such a number of 
families, of fathers, mothers, brothers, sis-. 
ters, aud wives would not have been plung 
ed into mourning. However, that account 
is to be settled between God and myself so 
far as the hereafter goes. What happiness 
have I derived from all my success? Little 
or none; and I have reaped endless worry, 
vexation, hatred, pain, grief, overwork and 
care.”—Cin. Gazette. 


RELIGION IN THE LIFE. 


How few people think of religion as a 
principle of right living. They look into 
the Gospel of Christ as though it contained 
minute directions for daily action, and thus 
they come to regard religion as a set of rules, 
a whip to duty, something which is all the 
time saying tothem, “you shall” and “you 
shan’t,” — something that has manacles, 
fetters, chains for the hands, the feet, 
the eyes, ears, head and heart — when it is 
liberty to do right, helpfulness in right- 
doing, and restraint to wrong-doing, disap- 
proval of all that is evil. Christ’s teaching 
was the outlining of great truths, the state- 
ment of living principles. When he said, 
“ Blessed are the poor in spirit,” he referred 
to the condition of mind necessary to be a 
Christian. When he drew that vivid pic- 
ture of a selfish, godless man in torment, 
and a sweet-tempered, pure soul in glory, 
he gave declaration to the inevitable result 
. of every life. Every man makes the moral 
condition of his life here, by the acceptance 
or rejection of the gospel principles, and the 
fruitage borne by the practice of them. 
Every man in the beyond will find his own 
place —a place which he prepared for him- 
self by the manner of his earthly life. 





Some people have an idea that good people 
must die to go to heaven, and that bad 
people must die to go to perdition. But to 
live the principles of the Gospel is to live 
heavenly ; to neglect those principles is to 
live miserably. If you are an upright citi- 
zen, you have no fear of the law. The prin- 
ciples of your life enforce in you all good 
laws. So it is that right principles are the 
correctives of life and plain guides to duty, 
and there are no such principles apart from 
the Gospel of Christ. Men have only to ap- 
ply his teachings, not in the letter alone, 
but in the spirit, to their circumstances and 
relations, to live his life. And his life, em- 
bodying the principles which he taught, is 
the Christian religion. “Follow me.” — 
Golden Rule. 


———_»>—__—_— 

THE SEVEN BIBLES OF THE WORLD are 
the Koran of the Mohammedans, the Eddas 
of the Scandinavians, the Try Pitikes of the 
Buddhists, the five Kings of the Chinese, 
the three Vedas of the Hindoos, the Zenda- 
vesta, and the Scriptures of the Christians. 
The Koran is the most recent of these seven 
Bibles, and not older than the seventh cen- 
tury of ourera. It is a compound of quota- 
tions from the Old and New Testaments, the 
Talmud and the Gospel of St. Barnabas 
The Eddas of the Scandinavians were first 
published in the fourteenth century. The 
Pitikes of the Buddhists contain sublime 
morals and pure aspirations, but their author 
lived and died in the sixth century before 
Christ. The sacred writings of the Chinese 
are called the five Kings, king meaning web 
of cloth, or the warp that keeps the threads 
in their place. They contain the best say- 
ings of the best sages on the ethico-political 
duties of life. ‘These sayings cannot be 
traced to a period higher than the eleventh 
century B.C. The three Vedas are the most 
ancient books of the Hindoos, and it is the 
opinion of Max Maller, Wilson, Johnson, 
and our own Whitney, that they are not 
older than eleven centuries B.C. ‘The Zenda- 
vesta of the Persians is the grandest of all 
the sacred books next to our Bible. Zoro. 
aster, whose sayings it contains, was born 
in Bactria in the twelfth century B. C. 
Moses lived and wrote his Pentateuch, fif- 
teen centuries B. C., and therefore has a 
clear margin of three hundred years older 
than the most ancient of the other sacred 
writings.—Age to Come. 





